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THE JOURNAL SELECTION PROCESS:
MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. To evaluate and select the best scholarly journal 

content available today for coverage in Web of 

Science Core Collection.

As a result, the Web of Science Core is known as the worldwide 

source for top tier scholarly research published in the best

international and regional journals.  

2. Provide the worldwide publishing community with 

objective standards useful in building world-

class publications. 

Thomson Reuters has built lasting partnerships with the global 

scholarly publishing community.  We work together to improve the 

quality of scholarly communication everywhere in the world.
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There is no fee associated with evaluation or coverage 

in Web of Science!



What is Web of Science Core Collection Today?
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 12,700 Top Tier International and Regional Journals (1900-2015)

Science Citation Index Expanded

Social Sciences Citation Index

Arts & Humanities Citation Index

 170,000 Conferences (1990-2015)

Conference Proceedings Citation Index

 65,000 Scholarly Books (2005-2015)

Book Citation Index – Science 

Book Citation Index – Social Sciences & Humanities

It is a vast multidisciplinary index of standardized metadata  - source items 

and cited references  - from a 

selected and rigorously curated collection of:

…that have published

60,000,000 Source Items (Articles, Reviews, Proceedings Papers, 

Book  Chapters etc.)



WoS Core Collection is a True Citation Index
-each and every cited reference from each of the

60 million source items has been indexed !
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Editorial Development discovers new publications 

for possible coverage

Users may also identify emerging publications and 

research fronts.

Consistency and Standardization

in Indexing of all Source Items and

every Cited Reference.

1 Billion Cited References Indexed

Millions of cited references link to WoS Core Collection sources

Many others point to sources outside WoS Core Collection



Web of Science Core Collection (Journals)
The Center of Science
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2004

2015

Regional Content 

Expansion

2007-2010

…Regional Content Expansion: add 1,600 excellent regional journals

Core Collection journals will grow slowly.

Exploration into the Research Frontier (outside the Core) will also 

continue as Web of Science expands its view of the  Emerging literature 

of science.
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Thomson Reuters Journal Selection Process 
for Web of Science: 

Four Points of Evaluation

Journal 

Publishing 

Standards

Editorial 

Content

International 

Diversity: 

Authors, EAB 

Citation 

Analysis

•Timeliness of         

publication

•International 

Editorial 

Conventions

•English language 

Bibliographic 

Information

•Peer Review

•How does this 

journal compare 

with covered 

journals of similar 

scope?

•Is this subject 

already well 

covered?

•Will this journal 

enrich WoS with 

novel content?

•Does this journal 

target an 

International or 

Regional 

audience?

•Is international 

representation 

among Authors 

and EAB 

members at an 

appropriate level 

for this journal?

Total Citations:

•Integration of the 

journal into the 

literature over time

Impact Factor:

•Recent citation 

activity

Author, EAB 

citations in the 

literature.

•Citation metrics 

have meaning only

in the editorial 

context appropriate 

for the journal.

Arts & Humanities journals are exceptional

•English full text may not be required

•Novel, well focused content (often regional) is essential

•Citation analysis plays a much smaller role.
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Informative Journal titles

International Editorial Conventions

Fully descriptive Article titles 

and abstracts

Full address information for 

every author
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International Editorial Conventions

Complete bibliographic 

information for all cited 

references



English language Bibliographic Information

• Article titles
• Author names and addresses
• Cited references in the Roman 

alphabet
• Abstracts and Keywords



English language Bibliographic Information

However, English language content is not 
always essential in some areas of the 
Arts & Humanities such as national 
literature studies where full text in the 
native language is normal. 



Peer Review must be an explicit part of the publishing 

process



Funding source is also recommended whenever possible



What journals are covered in specific subject category?   



Publication Name=(Clinical Infectious Diseases )

Impact Factor (2012) : 9.374

Do the contributing authors, EAB 

represent the international research 

community ?

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Anucha Apisarnthanarak, Pratumthani, Thailand

Roberto Badaro, Salvador, Brazil

Carol J. Baker, Houston

Fernando Baquero, Madrid, Spain

John G. Bartlett, Baltimore

Stephen G. Baum, New York

John E. Bennett, Bethesda

Emilio Bouza, Madrid, Spain

Yehuda Carmeli, Tel Aviv, Israel

G. Ralph Corey, Durham

Erika M.C. D'Agata, Boston

Silvano Esposito, Naples, Italy

Javier Garau, Barcelona, Spain

Jose M. Gatell, Barcelona, Spain

M. Lindsay Grayson, Melbourne, Australia

James G. Hakim, Harare, Zimbabwe

Carol A. Kauffman, Ann Arbor

Keith P. Klugman, Atlanta

Umesh G. Lalloo, Congella, South Africa

Stephen D. Lawn, Cape Town, South Africa

Catherine Leport, Paris, France

Daniel P. Lew, Geneva, Switzerland

Lionel A. Mandell, Hamilton, Canada

Jeanne M. Marrazzo, Seattle

Thomas J. Marrie, Halifax, Canada

Daniel M. Musher, Houston

Carl Erik Nord, Stockholm, Sweden

Timothy Peto, Oxford, England

Didier Raoult, Marseille, France

Guillermo M. Ruiz-Palacios, Tlalpan, Mexico

Marisela Silva, Caracas, Venezuela

Vincent Soriano, Madrid, Spain

Soumya Swaminathan, Chennai, India

Joseph M. Vinetz, La Jolla

Gui-Qiang Wang, Beijing, China

Andreas F. Widmer, Basel, Switzerland

Kwok-yung Yuen, Hong Kong, China

Anita K. M. Zaidi, Karachi, Pakistan

Abigail D. Zuger, New York

159
countries 

represented 

in article level (Web of Science)



Publication Name=(Neurological Research)

The need for international diversity is viewed in 

relationship to the target audience for the journal

60 
countriesInternational 

audience 



Publication Name=(Asian Pacific Journal of Allergy and Immunology)

34 
countries

The need for international diversity is viewed in 

relationship to the target audience for the journal

Regional 

focus



Citation Analysis in Context

Science Categories

Social Science Categories

Journal rankings and comparisons are meaningful only within 

each category - not between categories or domains.



Citation Analysis in Editorial Context

2015 Impact Factor = 2.00

Meaning?
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2015 Journal Citation Report

Science Edition

Impact Factor = 2.0
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Most Common Causes of Rejection for Coverage

In

Web of Science Core Collection



Why are journals rejected for Web of Science?
Most common causes…

Lack of editorial  
focus, novel 

content; 

derivative or 
redundant studies

Late!  Issues 
published behind 
schedule. Too few 
articles  published 
quarterly/annually…

Low citation impact 
relative to subject 

Format: 
magazine/newsletter

21



Overall rejection rates by factor*: 
Social Sciences, Life Sciences, 

Physics Chemistry Earth Sciences

624 Journals rejected 

2010-2011

Timeliness:

13%

Low Citation  
Impact 

Relative to 
Subject: 

72%

Editorial 
Content:

47%

Format:

25%
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*Each journal rejection may have included

one or more of these factors



Distribution of Rejection Factors for 624 
journals* by Region (2010-2011)

Asia 

Pacific 
(125 journals)

Europe
(274 journals)

Latin 

America
(21 journals)

Middle 

East –

Africa 
(50 journals)

US / UK
(154 journals)

Timeliness 14% 13% 33% 14% 12%

Format 20% 25% 19% 16% 35%

Editorial Content 50% 45% 48% 66% 42%

Low Citation

Impact
76% 77% 81% 72% 59%
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*Subject Areas
•Life Sciences 

•Physics Chemistry & Earth Sciences 

•Social Sciences



Distribution of Rejection Factors for 624 journals* 
by Region
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•Life Sciences 

•Physics Chemistry & Earth Sciences 

•Social Sciences
*Subject Areas



THE JOURNAL SELECTION PROCESS:
MAIN OBJECTIVES

1. To evaluate and select the best scholarly journal 

content available today for coverage in Web of 

Science.

As a result, the Web of Science is known as the worldwide source 

for top tier scholarly research published in the best international and 

regional journals.  

2. Provide the worldwide publishing community with 

objective standards useful in building world-

class publications. 

Thomson Reuters has built lasting partnerships with the global 

scholarly publishing community.  We work together to improve the 

quality of scholarly communication everywhere in the world.
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There is no fee associated with evaluation or coverage 

in Web of Science!



How Can I Improve My Journal?

1. Active recruitment of high-impact authors 

and articles

2. Offering better service to authors

3. Boosting the journal’s media profile

4. More careful article selection

• New England J Med
• Ann Intern Med
• BMJ
• JAMA
• Lancet
• Med J Australia
• Can Med Assn J

M. Chew, E. V. Villanueva, and M. B. Van Der Weyden, Journal of the Royal 

Society of Medicine 100 (3), 142 (2007).

Thomson Reuters can help. 



Thank you.

Visit Thomson Reuters at

http://www.thomsonreuters.com/.

http://www.thomsonreuters.com/

