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Outline

• What is a mega journal?

• Advantages of mega journals

• All mega journal at Springer Nature

• SpringerPlus

‒ One journal for all research

‒ Portable peer-review

‒ Usage, citations and altmetrics

‒ Article collections
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Lo que es una mega journal?

Bjork (2015), PeerJ, DOI 10.7717/peerj.981
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Advantages of mega journals

Choosing a journal is difficult:

Open access & data mandates

Peer-review models, Article types

Aims & Scope are often ambiguous 

Submission is a lot of work:

Instructions for authors, formatting

Author registration, uploading files

There are many journals available: 

WOS: 12.000 journals
Scopus: 22.000 journals
DOAJ: 10.000 journals
Springer: 2.900 journals

Mega journals:

Open Access :easy compliance with OA 
mandates

Broad scope

Rejection only for quality of science

Portable peer-review

Fast decisions

Convenient & predictable
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Mega journals at Springer Nature

Scope: Natural sciences 

Impact Factor: 11.470

Scope: Natural sciences

Impact Factor: 5.578

Scope: Human and 
Social Sciences

Launched in 2015

Scope: Physics

Impact factor: 1.377

Scope: Chemistry and material 
science

Impact Factor: 2.190

Scope: Biology and 
medicine

Launched in 2008

Scope: All disciplines

Launched in 2012

First Impact Factor in 2016!
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• Peer-reviewed journal, Open Access, Online Only
• Independent international editorial board
• High quality: acceptance rate 50%

• For all Disciplines in STEM and HSS
Never out of scope!

• No focus on impact 
Accepts low-cited work
Publish regional studies internationally
Share all your data and findings!

• Flexible, efficient and predictable

• APC discounts and waivers available:
http://www.springeropen.com/inst/
http://www.springeropen.com/authors/oawaiverfund

SpringerPlus: one journal for all research
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A ‘click of a button’ resubmission:

• Manuscript + files

• Author details

• Peer-review reports

• Decision letter

• No reformatting needed!

Manuscript transfers may be offered by all journals at Springer

• Before or after peer-review

• Out of scope

• Good, but not good enough (impact, novelty)

• Not for flawed, unsound or incomplete work

SpringerPlus: supports portable peer-review
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SpringerPlus published articles

~2000 published articles In all disciplines:

40% Asia & Australia 36% Medicine
39% EMEA 33% Biomedicine/Life Science
15% USA & Canada 23% Physical Science, Computer  & Engineering

5% Central & South America 8% Human and Social Sciences

33 Articles with authors from from Mexico:

0 2 4 6 8 10

Universidad Veracruzana

Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico

INAOE - Instituto Nacional de Astrofisica…

Iztapalapa - Universidad Autonoma…

Tecnologico de Monterrey

CICESE

CIATEJ
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SpringerPlus: Never out of scope!

Literature

(liberal arts)

Methodology

Negative 
results
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SpringerPlus: articles are read! (last year top downloaded)

Medicine

Engineering

Environment

Life Science

Materials

Computer 
Science
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SpringerPlus: articles are cited! (WOS all times top cited)

Medicine

Medicine

Environ-
ment

Medicine

Medicine
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SpringerPlus: articles are discussed! (altmetric.com)

SpringerPlus 2013, 2:587  

doi:10.1186/2193-1801-2-587

SpringerPlus 2014, 3:7  doi:10.1186/2193-1801-3-7

SpringerPlus 2013, 2:240  doi:10.1186/2193-1801-2-240

SpringerPlus 2014, 3:22  doi:10.1186/2193-

1801-3-22

SpringerPlus 2013, 2:87  doi:10.1186/2193-

1801-2-87

SpringerPlus 2014, 3:127 doi:10.1186/2193-1801-3-127
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SpringerPlus collections: making publishing personal!

SpringerPlus

Main Sections

Section 

editor

Section

editor

Associate Editors + Board members

Section

editor

• Collections: “overlay journals” on any topic

- Institutes, graduate Schools, societies

- Linked to conferences or workshops

- Sister-collections with other journals  
(Portable Peer-Review)

• Act as independent journals

- Independent editorial board and Aims & Scope

- Collection homepage and separate article list

- Tailored marketing activities

• Quick, easy, low threshold set-up of new journals

• Enable small communities to publish in a focused venue 

- Personal publishing with ‘mega-journal’ convenience

Collection

Editor + 
Board 

members

Collection

Editor + 
Board 

members

Collection

Editor + 
Board 

members

Collection

Editor + 
Board 

members
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SpringerPlus collections: 2015

Sports Performance and Exercise Edited by: Fabio Nakamura, Dr Filipe Manuel 
Clemente, Dr Sixto González-Víllora
Pharmaceutical Sciences Edited by: Dr Sean Ekins
Society and Culture Edited by: Prof Dan Landis 
Health Span and Aging Edited by: Dr Johannes Bauer 
Amino Acids Edited by: Prof Guoyao Wu 
Urology Edited by: Dr Thomas Reinhard William Herrmann, Dr William Robertson 
Nephrology Edited by: Prof Giovanni Gambaro, Dr Adrian Covic
Molecular Neuroscience Edited by: Prof Illana Gozes
Replication Studies in Neuroscience Edited by: Dr Thomas Steckler
Breast Cancer Edited by: Dr Marc Lippman
Rheumatology Edited by: Dr Adewale Adebajo, Dr Luis Espinoza 
Innovative Cloud Application in Computer Intelligence Edited by: Prof Takumi 
Ichimura, Prof Keiichi Tamura, Prof Makoto Koshino
Fish Welfare in Aquaculture Edited by: Prof Athanasios Exadactylos

http://www.springerplus.com/series

http://www.springerplus.com/series/SPE
http://www.springerplus.com/series/PS
http://www.springerplus.com/series/SC
http://www.springerplus.com/series/age
http://www.springerplus.com/series/AMAC
http://www.springerplus.com/series/urol
http://www.springerplus.com/series/neph
http://www.springerplus.com/series/MN
http://www.springerplus.com/series/repstudneuro
http://www.springerplus.com/series/BC
http://www.springerplus.com/series/Rheumatology
http://www.springerplus.com/series/ICACI
http://www.springerplus.com/series/FWA
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Thank you!

The SpringerPlus team:

More info? 

max.haring@springer.com

www.springerplus.com
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It is really helpful for editors to handle the out-of-scope submissions. I 
appreciate this option.

Quotes:

Thanks for drawing my attention to the SpringerPlus journal. I am sure its stated aim that 
‘all scientifically valid data is worth sharing’ is widely supported in the scientific 
community. 

I have sent a manuscript to Journal of Medical Systems. The editor indicated that my 
manuscript is very well suited for the journal SpringerPlus and he advises me to 
resubmit my manuscript there.

As the corresponding author, I deeply appreciate that the editor of BMMD journal 
suggests transferring our manuscript to SpringerPlus. 

Xizhao Wang. EiC, International Journal of Machine Learning and Cybernetics

Prof. Philippe De Wilde (Engineering)

Dr. Afef Samet (Medicine)

Josh Wu, author with ‘Biomedical Microdevices’


