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The two routes to Open Access (OA) 

Gold Open Access 

• Fully OA journals and 

Hybrid OA option for 

subscription-based 

journals. 

• OA content is freely 

available for anyone at 

anytime in exchange of 

a publication charge. 

• Gold OA removes 

permission barriers 

(most copyright and 

license restrictions). 

Green Open Access 

• Deposit of author’s 

accepted manuscript 

version in a repository. 

• Individual self-archiving 

policies by 

publisher/journal. 

• Embargo periods may 

apply.  
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Springer’s Open Access Policy 

• Focus on growing (full) gold open access 

 

• Facilitate the customer’s needs by: 

• Allowing green, but with strict enforcement of our terms 

• Springer Open Choice (hybrid) 

• A full suite of full open access journals branded BioMed Central, Springer Open 
and Springer Plus 

 

• Be involved and engaged in open access discussions 
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Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

 

Fully Open Access Authors’ Rights 

• Self-archiving of 

author’s accepted 

manuscript version 

• Upload service for 

NIH funded authors 
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Springer self-archiving policy for journal 
authors (Green OA) 

 
Deposit of authors accepted manuscript version (AAM): 

 

• Author’s own website: no embargo/immediately 

• Any repository: 12 months embargo 

 

 

• We deposit in PMC on behalf of the author 

• All this is paid for in the subscription fee 
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Springer is a green publisher 



Springer and open access| Leon, Mexico, 23 september 2014 
 
 

Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

 

Fully Open Access Authors’ Rights 

Green Gold 

• Self-archiving of 

author’s accepted 

manuscript version 

• Upload service for 

NIH funded authors 
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Springer pionered the hybrid journal 
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Price adjustments for selected hybrid journals every year 
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Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

• Open Access option 

in majority of 

Springer 

subscription titles 

• Open Choice for 

individual authors: 

Article fee  

€ 2200/ US$ 3000 

Fully Open Access Authors’ Rights 

• Self-archiving of 

author’s accepted 

manuscript version 

• Upload service for 

NIH funded authors 
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Overview of open access 
 Changing landscape of open access publishing 

2000                             2013 

And many more… 

http://cellreports.cell.com/
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Source: Anatomy of open access publishing: a study of longitudinal development and internal structure, Mikael Laakso 
and Bo-Christer Björk 

BMC Medicine, 2012, 10: 124 

 

Market-Growth in Gold Open Access articles 
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Default OA copyright and license terms 

• Copyright remains with the author(s) 

• Articles are published under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license: 

• Removes copyright and permission barriers 

• Facilitates distribution, free reuse and sharing for commercial and non-commercial 
purposes as long as the author and source is attributed 

• Enables self-archiving of the final published version (no embargo restrictions) 
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„Full“ Open access at Springer truly is open access 
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Open access at Springer truly is open access 

CC BY license terms specified 
in the article full text to 
clarify reuse rights 
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What is Gold Open Access at Springer 

• Author retains copyright 

• User rights under CC-BY 4.0 International Creative Commons Attribution license 

• Deposit anywhere using SWORD protocol (for Springer Open Choice TBD) 

• Deposit in Portico/CLOCKSS, KB (Dutch National Library) and CAS 

• Altmetrics 

• Indexing and Abstracting in all relevant services 

• And all future services to be developed 
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Open Access and the Big Deal 
 

• So far avoid double dipping by adjusting the list prices 

• Since many deals do not use list prices Springer now takes the open choice articles 
completely out of the equation: 

 

• Traditional Big Deal is for subscription articles only 

• Full open access is outside the traditional Big Deal 

 

 

Springer understands the budgetary issues for libraries, especially in countries with 
a strong uptake of gold open access and is willing to discuss this with the customers 
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Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

• Open Access option 

in majority of 

Springer titles 

• Open Choice for 

individual authors: 

Article fee  

€ 2200/ US$ 3000 

Fully Open Access 

•   

 

•   

 

 

Authors’ Rights 

•   

 

•   

     Journals & Books(NEW!) 
 

• Self-archiving of 

author’s accepted 

manuscript version 

• Upload service for 

NIH funded authors 

 

 

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license for journal articles 

Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC) license for books 
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OA publishing at Spinger – our expertise 

• More than 10 years of experience with publishing open access journals 

• Over 450 fully open access journals 
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The financial side – SpringerOpen/BioMed Central journals 

• Article publication charges (APCs) 

• SpringerOpen: 500 – 1,500 EUR 

• BioMed Central: average 1,370 EUR 

• Paid by the author (via research grant, library, institutional OA fund, …) 

• Paid through Open Access Membership 

• Waivers (economic hardship; Invitation waivers for EICs) 

• Open Access Africa: free Open Access Memberships for low income countries 

• Journal sponsorship 
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Over 483 members in 52 countries! (and 2 from this area) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus de Ciencias Biológicas y Agropecuarias, Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán 

 

http://www.springeropen.com/inst 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/inst/283136
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SpringerOpen journals in subject fields (Q1 2014) 
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146 BMC journals have a 2012 Impact Factor 
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SpringerOpen Journals with 2012 Impact Factors 

  Journal title   Impact factor    Subject fields  
The Journal of Headache and Pain 2.779    Medicine  

Nanoscale Research Letters 2.524    Materials 

Gold Bulletin 2.434    Materials  

Rice 2.381    Life Sciences 

Fixed Point Theory and Applications 1.866    Mathematics  

Zoological Studies 1.261    Life Sciences 

Boundary Value Problems 0.922    Mathematics 

Botanical Studies 0.864    Life Sciences 

Journal of Inequalities and Applications 0.822    Mathematics  

EURASIP Journal on Advances in Signal Processing 0.807    Engineering 

Advances in Difference Equations 0.760    Mathematics 

EURASIP Journal on Audio, Speech and Music Processing 0.630    Engineering  

EURASIP Journal on Image and Video Processing 0.570    Engineering  

EURASIP Journal on Wireless Communications and Networking 0.540    Engineering  

SERIEs 0.326    Economics 



Springer and open access| Leon, Mexico, 23 september 2014 
 
 

Key facts: 

• Open Access 

• Inclusive Scope 

• Easy Submission 

• Rigorous Peer Review 

• Clear and fast  

   editorial process 

• APC: 850 € 
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SpringerOpen – now including books! 

• SpringerOpen books launched in August 2012, 

• Covering all scientific disciplines 

• Accepts all types of books 

• High-quality publishing standards as peer-review, copyediting etc apply 

 

• License: Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC) 

• Copyright remains with the editor(s)/author(s) 

 

• Charge is calculated individually, based on the number of pages per book 

• SpringerOpen books are covered by our SO/BMC OA Membership Program: 
OA Member authors are entitled to a 15% loyalty discount 
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Stay engaged in the Open Access debate 

 

 

 

UK: Member of the Finch committee 

 

Supporting CHORUS 

 

Active In discussions in e.g. The Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, France, 
The European Union, USA, Brazil, China, South Africa. 
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Open Access flavors at Springer 

Hybrid Open Access 

• Open Access option 

in majority of 

Springer titles 

• Open Choice for 

individual authors: 

Article fee  

€ 2200/ US$ 3000 

Fully Open Access 

•   

 

•   

 

 

Authors’ Rights 

•   

 

•   

     Journals & Books(NEW!) 
 

• Self-archiving of 

author’s accepted 

manuscript version 

• Upload service for 

NIH funded authors 

 

 

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license for journal articles 

Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC) license for books 
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Springer and Gold Open Access 
Brand # of 

journals2013 
# of articles 
published 2013 

BioMed Central 258 24,911 

Springer Open 186   7,073 

Total “full” open access 444 31,984 

Springer Open Choice 1580 3,889 

Total open access 35,873 

Total oa + licensed 2024 230,000 

• % of Gold Open Access as of total # articles published: 16.6% 

• Open Access books in 2013: 27 titles (0.3%)  
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2013 

 

# of articles published with Springer (including BMC):   2256 

 

Total Published with open access at Springer:      222 

  

 of which  BioMed Central           119 

 of which Springer Open and Springer Open Choice        103 

Springer and BMC Open Access in Mexico 
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Thank you! 
 
 
 

For more info: 
Wim.vanderstelt@springer.com 
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Article level metrics 
 

• alternative to the impact factor, h-index  

• Additional to citation counts it measures other aspects of impact like 

 

• Social media attention 

• Attention in news media 

• Downloads, article views 

 

 

Springer sees this as a valuable additional metric. 

Some funders require this additional metric to the IF 
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The UK example 
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The Finch recommendations: preference for gold open access 

• Mixed economy for the foreseeable future 

• Policy direction should be towards gold (APC driven) access 

• Too short embargoes could harm the existing system unnecessarily 

• Also underlying data should be easily accessible 

• (Limited) money is made available to engage the process 

 

• Since gold open access is just for the UK produced articles (6% of global output) 
further licensing opportunities need to be considered 
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You may use this text box to note the location of your saved presentation 

The RCUK open access „decision tree“ 



Springer and open access| Leon, Mexico, 23 september 2014 
 
 

Springer’s Open Access Policy 

• Focus on growing (full) gold open access 

 

• Facilitate the customer’s needs by: 

• Allowing green, but with strict enforcement of our terms 

• Springer Open Choice (hybrid) 

• A full suite of full open access journals branded BioMed Centrall, Springer Open 
and Springer Plus 

 

• Be involved and engaged in open access discussions 


