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Research & Publication: Why?



Award



Money
Fame

Power



To do research we need:

ESSENCIALESSENTIAL

•Integrity and ethic conduct

•Motivation and curiosity

•Focus and perseverance

•Independence and initiative

•Responsibility and commitment

•One problem, one question

•Planning (Project)



To publish we need:

ESSENCIAL
ESSENTIAL

• Integrity and ethics conduct

•Clear objective(s)

•Adequate description of methods

•Valid results

•Conclusions based on the results



RELEVANCE 

scientific /social



Interface between

research integrity and

publication ethics? 



Research
Scientific
Evidence

Knowledge
Transfer



Many cases of misconduct are detected by 

editors, reviewers or readers

during or after publication

http://publicationethics.org/
http://publicationethics.org/


CASE STUDY: Retraction ou Correction?  

A reader contacts you, as editor, with evidence that a number

of images in a paper published in your journal are duplicates of

images in papers by the same authors already published in other

journals. One of the images is even duplicated within the paper itself, 

in modified form. You compare the papers and agree with the

reader. 

You contact the corresponding author, Dr X, present the

evidence and ask for an explanation. Dr X replies that he has

investigated the issue and all the “wrongdoings” were caused by his

research group, the co-authors, due to their inexperience. He 

apologises, says he is willing to take full responsibility, and will

withdraw the paper. 
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You email Dr X with suggested text for the retraction, asking

him for any changes he feels are necessary. At this point, Dr X asks

that you allow him to publish a correction instead, showing new 

images in place of the duplicated ones, as he says the results in 

the paper are sound. He has even repeated all the experiments, 

getting the same results, and tells you all the data are available for 

inspection. He admits there was an inappropriately modified

image, but passes this off as again being due to the inexperience

of his group. 

Should you retract the paper or allow a correction with

new images to be published?
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Misconduct in

Research

Non ethical research

Data fabrication

Data falsification

Image manipulation

Misconduct in 

Publication

Plagiarism

Redundnat publication

Authorship abuse

Biased report

Misconduct of reviewer

Abuse of privileged position

Research integrity and publication ethics 

are interlinked

Conflict of interests
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Marcovitch et al Croat Med J. 2010 doi: 10.3325/cmj.2010.51.7



Nobel 
Prize









The most common problems in 
publication ethics:

Ẋ Authorship

Ẋ Conflict of interests

Ẋ Plagiarism
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• Increasing pressure to publish

Reasons for Misconduct?



“Publish and Perish”

Accessibility

Citation

Idiom of publication



Reasons for Misconduct?

• Financial aspects – conflict of interests

• Wider, multidisciplinary, globalized collaborations

• Lack of information on research integrity and 

publication ethics
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Joint Actions
Research Integrity and Publication Ethics

Actors

• Government / Funding Agencies

• Academic and research

institutions

• Society (users)

• Scholarly journals, publishers



Joint Actions
Research Integrity and Publication Ethics

INTERNATIONAL 

COMPATIBILITY 

 Revision of policies

 Adjustment of processes and

structures to support responsible

conduct of research
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Support to editors, publishers and 

organizations
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Government – Funding Agency





Institutions – University

Implementation of actions according to the institutional strategic plannning





Institutions –

University

Implementation of actions

according to the institutional

strategic plannning



Institutions – University

Implementation of actions according to the institutional strategic plannning



Institutions – University

Implementation of actions according to the institutional strategic plannning



Institutions – University

Implementation of actions according to the institutional strategic plannning



Institutions – University

Implementation of actions according to the institutional strategic plannning



What is next...



http://www.wcri2015.org
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